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elected for the convocation in April, 1947, of an inaugural
trade union conference in order to establish the national
federation of trade unions. The trade union membership
has been continuously growing and is now nearly 50,000.
(In Bangkok alone there are about 30,000 members).

The General Federation of Trade Unions of Siam
and the Bangkok Federation of Trade Unions are carry-
ing on military activities in order to consolidate the trade
union movement and raise the consciousness of the
workers. For the latter purpose a number of short-term
cadre-training classes, night schools for workers and
schools for children were instituted.

In 1946, before the official establishment of the
Federation, 59 strikes were organised in Siam enter-
prises while in 1947, after its establishment, the number
of strikes increased to 67, In many instances the strikes
assumed serious proportions and were fiercely suppressed
by the authorities, such as for instance the strike at the
American "Mexico & Shell" gasoline works, during which
police interference, intimidation and arrest of the strike
leaders were resorted to.

The Siamese authorities have frequently appre-
hended the organisers and the strikers en masse* Thus,
for instance, in connection with the strike of mill workers,
many participants and representatives of the General
Federation of Trade Unions of Siam were arrested* This
event roused tremendous resentment among the workers.
About 1,000 workers went to the Ministry of Home
Affairs to demand that Songgram release the arrested
persons. At last when they were set free, tens of thou-
sands of working masses went to meet them. This was
a victory sc'ored by an embattled detachment traa^s-
formed into a political demonstration against the regijaae
of oppression and terror.

The attempt of the ruling clique to split the unity of
the trade union movement of Siam has also met with a
rebuff from the working masses. The so-called "Labour
Union", which was established by the ruling clique in
April 1948, was properly understood by the workers.
They are aware that this is a pseudo-trade union orga-
nisation designed to suppress the democratic trade union
movement of Siam according to the orders of the Anglo-